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About The Sentinel

The Sentinel is an internal newsletter which is published
quarterly by the New York Guard Public Affairs Office. The
Sentinel does not receive government funding of any

type and is produced by its staff on a voluntary basis.
Views which appear in this publication are not necessarily
those of the New York State Division of Military and Naval
Affairs or the National Guard Bureau.

Submissions

Articles, photos and letters are welcomed and
encouraged. Please provide article

submissions via email saved in Microsoft Word or rich
text format (rtf) along with high

resolution digital (jpg) photos. Send your submissions
to thesentinel1917@gmail.com

Cover Photo:
The 56" and 88" Companies engaged in joint training in

preparation for possible emergencies. The training focused on

triage and treatment of injured personnel.
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December 22" 2025
New York Guard Soldiers,

Aswe wrap up 2025, New York Guard Soldiers continue to be an integral

" part of New York State Defense ForcesWe all have much to be proud

of. We currently have 97 Soldiers deployed on the Department of

Corrections mission across New York Statelt was a pleasure visiting these

Soldiers working alongside the National Guard at Armories in Western and Northern
New York.

This summer, Empire Challenge was a big success with our Communications
Section performing superbly. Annual Training at Camp Smith this fall was very
productive and safe.

In addition, New York Guard recruitment is at an atime high.

Due to high standards, we are getting high quality, motivated Soldierét was also great

to see New York Guard Soldiers participating in civic events, parades, our Annual Ball at

West Point with the Naval Militia and at year end Holiday Parties.

cll Ukt WagVYWewn!l DeqW=M=PWe UT WI2WUWHPDqql W=MZZIO
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to you and your families.

BG Peter Riley
Commander, New York Guard



AT25 PREPARES TROOPS FOR DIVERSE MISSIC
67 RECRUITS GRADUATE IET

Story by FLt. EdShevlin, photos bySsg Mike Bilski

CORTLANDT MANOR, N.Y. The New York Guard conducted Annual Training from Oct.
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the year and a milestone for incoming service members.

The week began with Reception, Staging, Onward Movement and Integration, known as RSO,

on Oct. 24, That process includes accountability verification, administrative screening and

operational in-processing to ensure all assigned personnel are present, properly equipped and
mission-ready.

Annual Training, known throughout the force as AT, serves as the cornerstone of the New York

] ecl Tkt W el RUIIL t-ldhg évantpblvides peatieSkibnalLiislitdry éducation,

gualifications and mission-specific instruction necessary for service members to effectively

perform in civil support roles across the state.
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recruits completed Initial Entry Training, representing a wide range of professional backgrounds,

ages and civilian skill sets. Leaders said the size and diversity of the class reflect both growing
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In addition to the IET program, five officer candidates completed the residency portion of the

Basic Officer Course, bringing them closer to completing the yedong course of training.

Thirteen service members also graduated from the Basic Communications Course, which

prepares Soldiers to operate in emergency communications environments, including HF voice

and secure digital messaging systems.

Another salient feature of AT25 was the joint training that took place between the New York

] 2 ¢ | tvakliheltbmpanies, the 56t Company and the88th Company. These two units exist in
close proximity to each other and would likely respond to an emergency together should the need
arise.

One of the areas in which the two units trained together was that of triage and treatment of
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Company.

Training extended beyond traditional military instruction. A retired FBI special agent, identified

as Tim L., conducted a fullscale Active Shooter seminar, providing updated threatecognition

and response techniques. The briefing incorporated realvorld case studies, recommended

protective actions and modern law enforcement response standards.



New York Guard Chaplair{Lt. Col.) Sean Gardiner led a mandatory suicide prevention

AYel t AW UT I+t #YI RUNWq6WWqYGRAKT WNI Ys RUNWRAGY!I q¢
Gardiner emphasized intervention awareness, peer support, and the need for command teams to

remain vigilant in identifying stressrelated risk factors.
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AT concluded Oct. 10 with a final formation and dismissal, closing out seven consecutive days

of instruction, field exercises and evaluative training.

Officials said the 2025 training cycle demonstrated operational growth, instructional

modernization and a clear commitment to force readiness.
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RSOI, Leadership and Physical Training
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Joint Medical Training




2025 Graduates

IET-25 TRAINING CLASS
CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE N.Y.

BASIC COMMUNICATIONS QUALIFICATION COUESE 2025
CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE N.Y.

OCS-25 TRAINING CLASS

CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE N.Y. l
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G6/S6 Cadre Qualifies 14 in Basic Commo

By 1stLt. Ed Shevlin and CW2 Richard Martino

CAMP SMITH,NYNS Rl quUUUW UsWoY!l t Wl ecl T W Y&l RIJIt W 2 AL
annual Basic Communications Qualification (BCQ) course during a fivday training cycle

D¢l GRWI W6 Rt WaYUqsAW ql DUNRq6 JURUNWa6 W q¢ aqldWl ni1d
according to an afteraction report prepared by CW2 Richard J. Martino Jr. of New York Guard

Headquarters G6.

The training, held Oct. 5® We¢ q W9 ¢ t GWEG Rq6 WNI ¢ RURUNDWERqUKY W72 RGT
G6/S6 communications cadre and focused on higHrequency (HF) voice operations and secure

T RDRcé¢aWl ¢T RYWAGWtt ¢NRUNIOWNGS W7 9AWG!H YNNI ¢ & Wt I3 213+ W
communications qualification and supports its Mission Essential Task List for Civil Support

Operations, the state mission that tasks soldiers with assisting civil authorities during

emergencies and disasters.

Course Structure and Execution

The course combined daily classroom instruction with handson field exercises. Soldiers from
the 56th and 88th Companies received training materials by email the week before arriving at
Camp Smith, enabling them to begin the intensive course with a working understanding of its
core concepts.

According to the report, the early preparation contributed to a smooth training cycle, with all 13
Soldiers demonstrating the ability to absorb a large volume of material in a short period.
Instruction covered HF propagation, antenna setup, power systems, signal paths, net procedures,
and the principles of secure digital radio communications.

Students spent each afternoon installing, configuring, and operating HF equipment in reéime
field conditions. Practical exercises included establishing communications across the New York

]ecl Tkt We[ WOWqsY! t WeUl Wl YeHGWt 6 YYqRUNDWI ¢T RYWGI Y
cadre.

Participation in DHS SHARES Network

sUNWYNWaqdJWa Yt qut RDURNRAc UqUWRYAGGYUWUqt WY Wad IJWHY
Department of Homeland Security SHARES Northeast HF Radio Net. The SHARES program

provides nationaklevel backup communications for government agencies in emergencies when

conventional systems fail.

New York Guard Soldiers successfully checked into the net and exchanged message traffic with
SHARES stations in New York and New Jersey, including the New York Division of Military

and Naval Affairs Joint Operations Center station, NNA2CR. Soldiers used both voice and the
secure VARA HF Chat software platform to send and receive formatted messages, demonstrating
real-world interoperability with federal partners.

The after¢ HqRYUWI WGYI! qWl 3t #1 RAWT Wt qe T JUqUWGUI nY!l ac¢c UL
participants were able to complete both voice and secure digital messaging tasks without
difficulty. Continued below 9



Areas Identified for Improvement
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BCQ curriculum covers a large amount of technical material, and the report classified the pace as
BRUNYI G¢cqRYUW ¢qel ¢ qRY U

Martino recommended that Soldiers follow up with their company S6 sections for refresher
training and participate in additional MERNEX (Mission Essential Radio Network Exercise)
events throughout the year. These ongoing exercises are required to earn the New York Guard
Basic Communications Qualification Badge and to maintain operational proficiency.

The report also suggested that extending the length of Annual Training in future years would
improve retention and allow for more robust field scenarios, including nighttime operations,
long-distance messaging drills, and more complex interoperability testing.

Emphasis on Readiness

The report closed with a reminder that communications reliability is vital to the New York
]ecl Ikt WAR2ROW 2GGY! quwl Wt GYUt RARGORQRIJt IOWmBf qkt We G
OUWT WgYWIOt el YWs JWe !l WG WGe!l UT WnY!l Wagdeqlll ¢! o

Participants and Cadre

CW2 Richard Martino, NYG HQ G6
Sfc. AlexanderMyagkiy NYG HQ G6
2nd L t, Brian Peck,56"" Company S6
WO01 Stanley Cohen56t" Company S6

Soldiers completing the BCQ course were:
Sgt. JohnHertzog

Spc. JeffreyServay CADRE trainee

Spc. Jean Mondestin
Spc. Vanessa Floerke
Spc. TarmaWyche

Pfc. Michael Masopust
Spc. Eric Frederick
Spc. YinengYi

Spc. Joy Obasuyi

Pfc. Jairo Arcila

Pfc. Anthony Pastore
Pfc. Sergiy Gayduk
Pfc. JeffLapice

Pfc. Roger Berrios

X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Continued below
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New York Guard Officer Serves as Grand Marshal and Keynote
Speaker at Brooklyn Veterans Appreciation Day

By NYG Staff Writer.

BROOKLYN, N.Yy On November 1, 2025, Major Tracee Y. Millard, Esg., New York Guard,
Headquarters, Legal Affairs Officer, served as Grand Marshal and Keynote Speaker for the 7th
Annual Veterans Appreciation Day Parade and Resource Fair in Brooklyn, New York.

The annual event, hosted by New York City Community Boards 3, 8, and 16, honored veterans
and servicemembers from all branches of the United States Armed Forces and highlighted the
importance of continued service, recognition, and community engagement. The parade route
began at Bright Light Baptist Church and proceeded north along Ralph Avenue and west on
Fulton Street to BedfordStuyvesant Restoration Plaza.

Participants included veterans from all branches of service, Activuty Soldiers from U.S. Army
Garrison Fort Hamilton and the U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion, members of the New York Police
Department, marching bands, veteran service organizations, community leaders, and residents.
The event provided an opportunity for the community to publicly recognize the service and
sacrifices of those who have worn the uniform.

As Grand Marshal, Major Millard - lednttztiparade fo
and served as the principal s o B In her keyyeaker.
remarks, she emphasized unity, (B § ledoeestuipringd t
obligation to support veterans beabnd ceremo
observances. She highlighted tbeeingomingnce
veterans have access to es, advoceesparw
community support long after sdneicanilitary
concludes. .

Major Millard also recognized f’;L ionisen€ dutinait
Duty servicemembers currently ~ samynGatridch A
Fort Hamilton and the U.S. Arm RexmyuioignBatta

natiandl defense
acknue/leftliged the
stione arghniz

the evént successfu

their continued commitment to
community engagement. She

enforcement partners, veteran
community volunteers in makin

Major Tracee Y. Millard, Esq., New York Guard, Headquarters, Legal Affairs Officer, stands with her
mother, Ltc. Glennie L. Millard, RN, U.S. Army (Ret), represents the National Association of Blac
Military Women, Inc., New York City Chapter, during the Veterans Appreciation Day Parade in
Brooklyn, N.Y., November 1, 2025

Following the parade, a Veterans Resource Fair was held at P.S. 93, where participating
organizations provided information and assistance related to Veterans benefits, healthcare, housing,
employment, and community-based support services. Veterans and their families were encouraged
to connect directly with organizations offering assistance and guidance.

Continued below 12



Major Millard was joined at the event by her mothettc. Glennie L. Millard, RN, U.S. Army

(Ret), who represented the National Association of Black Military Women, Inc., New York City

Chapter (NABMW). Their joint participation underscored a legacy of military service spanning

generations and highlighted the continued role of women in uniform and veteran advocacy.

~¢TYlI W~ROGel Tkt Wt DaWAEqRYUWet W1 ¢O0T W~¢l t 6¢awe 0l
ongoing commitment to public service, interagency cooperation, and meaningful engagement

with communities across New York State. Events such as the Veterans Appreciation Day

Acl e¢eT WWe U7 WAWY Yel #UW[ ¢RI W WRUNY! AUWq6JW KUs WoY!l t
servicemembers, and the communities they serve.

PPreciation Da

.- Y % i &
I.l\.|/)/ & RESOL RCE Farp :
K 3

» HONOR + coyp
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AGE » Lovarry |

Veterans, Active DutySoldiers from U.S. Army
Garrison Fort Hamilton and the U.S. Army
alongside event signage during the 7th Annug Recruiting Bat_tallon, and community participants

assemble prior to stepoff during the Veterans

Veterans Appreciation Day Parade and . :
Resource Fair in Brooklyn, N.Y., November 1, Appreciation Day Parade in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
November 1, 2025.

2025

Major Tracee Y. Millard, Esq., New York Gualld,
Headquarters, Legal Affairs Officer, poses
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RONDA DEPUTY GRAND MARSHAL!!

88 1st Sergeant to Lead Queens Parade

By 1st Lt. Ed Shevlin

Rockaway Beach, New York T The Queens County Parade and Cultur&lommittee has

appointed 15t Sgt. Joseph Rondaf the 88" Company, Deputy Grand Marshal othe 515t Annual

Queens County SA ¢ q | RHEt kKt W?2¢! WA¢c! ¢T IJKO

The parade, long recognized as the"2largest St

Acql RHt Kkt W? ¢! WAfNeWYDrk) sigpsidiiia 6 1J LUE
on Saturday, March7th, 2026,from Bch 130" Street in

Belle Harbor, Queens, at 1300hrs

Ronda will not be the first New York Guardsman to be
honored by theparade committee. The 88k + W[ Rl  q W
Sergeant joins a growing list of honorees which

includes, Ltc. Raymond Lamboy (2018)Cpt. Ray

Gallagher (2022)Csm. Steve Vera (2028 2" Lt.

Michael Rogers (2024) an@" Lt. Melissa Farrel (2025.

plIf qWRY We WNI 3¢ qWws YUY Wa VY LWGE ¢ 2
Grand Marshal by the committeéQsaid A Y UT ¢ A Wf WA |
up in Throgs Neck just around the corner from Meagher
Avenue and just 1.5 miles from Fort Schuyler, the

birthplace of the 88"{§&Hheral ThomasFrancis

Meagher was the Commander of the Irish Brigade

The 88" Company traces its lineage back to a time )
when it was the 2d Regiment ofthe Union | G ! kKt Wf | R
Brigade during the Civil War. Athat, time the 88" was

primarily composed of Irish immigrants looking to gain their citizenship throughmilitary service.

Asthe war dragged on and casualties mounted, the draft was used farnish replacements forthe

fallen Soldiers. This diluted somewhat the Irish makeup of the 88

TheA2 JIJUt W9 Ye Uq! WEqWA¢ ql RHEt k1 LW?fandrdising événts IThE Rext 13 G n LU
fundraiser is at Antuns on Saturday, February 7, 2026. All thosewho would like to celebrate 15T Sgt.
Rondabeing honored as Deputy Grand Marshalre encouragedto attend. This event features

dancing toa live band, a fivecourse dinner, and refreshments.

TheUOD (Uniform of the Day) will be ASU (Army Service Uniform) or business att&dditionally,
there will be a Dinner Dance Journal carrying congratulatory ads fatl of the honorees. Your support
of this celebration would be most appreciated

Contact Ed Shevlin for further information at thesentinel1917@gmail.com or via text at
917-226-5540.

14


mailto:thesentinel1917@gmail.com

Ssg. Tatsuya Hondo Named NCO of the Year

By NYG Staff Writer

NEW YORKy Ssg. Tatsuya Hondo, an eightyear veteran of the New York Guard

whose service spans emergency response, logistics, recruiting and federal publicealth
operations, has been named the New York Guard NeBommissioned Officer of the Year
for 2025.

Hondo, born April 27, 1998, in New York, serves as a Recruiting and Retention
noncommissioned officer with the New York Guard Headquarters G1 Section at Camp Smith
Training Site. His selection for NCO of the Year recognizes his leadership, extensive operational
experience and contributions to both state and federal missions.

New York Guard officials cited his sustained excellence across multiple assignments, his
professional military education, and his mentorship of junior Soldiers as key reasons for the
honor. Hondo will represent the New York Guard in upcoming statievel recognition events.

Hondo enlisted in 2016 and has served in a wide range of roles, including flute and piccolo
player with the 89th Army Band, detachment recruiter, area command recruiter and senior NCO
for recruiting and retention at the headquarters level. He has also been repeatedly tapped to
support high-visibility state missions due to his strong administrative and logistical skill sets.

In the civilian sector, Hondo is an industrial hygienist with the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection in Queens. Assigned to the Bureau of Environmental Compliance, he
conducts asbestos and environmentatlaw enforcement activities that protect the health and
safety of New Yorkers. His responsibilities include oversight of certified asbestos professionals,
mitigation of environmental hazards, and ensuring compliance with city regulations governing
air quality and pollutant control.

cYUT Ykt W U1 2RHEVDWI WHEYI T WRdt éixpericdde diidrg ¢he) COVRAD 1J W q ¢ q 1J W
response. From 2020 to 2023, he served as an inventory control specialist, meals specialist and

meals NCO for Joint Task Force North; later as the S4 NCOIC, operations NCO and

procurement NCO for the Asylum Seeker Resource Support mission; and as a logistics

operations NCO for multiple joint task force elements. His work supported statewide pandemic

operations, citywide logistics networks and largescale humanitarian missions.

In October 2025, he assumed duties as a financial management NCO for Joint Task Force
operations under the Office of Budget and Finance (J8) at Joint Forces Headquarters in Latham.

Hondo also completed a federal activeduty tour in 2024 as a junior assistant health services

YnnREUI Ws Raé Waé WWOEKW[ YYT We UT W21 enW T GRURY ql ¢ qR®
International Mail Facility. He received a commission as an ensign in the U.S. Public Health

Service Ready Reserve Corps through the Junior Commissioned Officer Student Training and

Extern Program.

His promotions include Private in 2016, Specialist in 2017, Sergeant in 2020, ensign in 2024 and
Staff Sergeant in October 2025.
cYUT Ykt WOROGRqcé!l ! WWIT eHeqRYUWRUAG2T Ut Wf URqR¢ O WEUG R

Continued below
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geographic information science from Lehman College; a postgraduate certificate in data science

and machine learning from IIT Roorkee; a certificate in public health from the CUNY School of

Public Health; and a Master of Public Health degree from the same institution. He is fluent in

Japanese.

His awards include the Public Health Service Citation Medal, Coast Guard Unit Commendation,

Coast Guard Meritorious Team Commendation and numerous New York State and New York

Guard awards, including the New York State Medal for Meritorious Service, New York State

Recruiting Medal and New York Guard Achievement Medal (second award). He has also earned

the Military Emergency Management Specialist Badge at the basic, senior and master levels.

cYUT Ykt Wt aWwHEqRYUWEt W 98WYNWa6JWoKE! WeTl T+ WaVYWe Wr
technical expertise and a consistent commitment to public service across both his military and

civilian roles.
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Spc. Jeffrey Servay Named Solider of the Year

By NYG Staff Writer

New York Guard Soldier Commended for Leadership, Selected as 2025 Soldier of the Year

ALBANY, N.Yy Spc. JeffreyServayof the New York Guard has been recognized for
DEFHRUVGqRYUCOWGUI nY!l G¢UHWIWI 21 RUNDWgSWIW WsWovY!l t W ¢qR
the state Department of Corrections and Community Supervision, earning selection as the 2025

New York Guard Soldier of the Year.

Servayjoined the mission at Collins Correctional Facility on April 24, 2025, where he was

¢ttt RNDUVIT WqYWaqdWWRUY qetddecqRYUKYt W~¢! YI kt W9 G o owf UL
by a noncommissioned officer. His duties included overseeing three hotels housing more than 60

soldiers, coordinating a fleet of eight rental vehicles, and organizing food delivery and Soldier
transportation.

Leaders saidServayconsistently exceeded expectations, |
setting a standard for professionalism and reliability. He
ql ¢RUVI Wt R+FWRUAHYGRUNW s Wa
Cell responsibilities and became essential to the daily
operations of the joint mission. His performance, they
noted, demonstrated all core values of the New York Gua

Servay who was promoted to sergeant on Nov. 1, 2025,
outlined his plans for continued professional developmen
in a recent memorandum. He said he aims to expand his
technical expertise, complete advanced communications
training, and grow as a leader and cadre member within t
communications section. He emphasized his goal of
balancing military service with personal commitments
while preparing to take on increased leadership
responsibilities.

O qRAECqUG! AWRUWNR21IJW! el
can make a greater impact on the New York Guard, my unit,
¢ Ul Wa6 WWE Y tBerwydvotelUf WG ¢ T ALl

Born May 26, 1978, in Port Chester, New YorRervayhas
served four years in the New York Guard. His last assignment
was with the New York State DOCCS Joint Task Force at Colling
Correctional Facility. In civilian life, he works as a network
administrator for the Dutchess County Office of Central and Information Services.

Servayis a U.S. Navy veteran and has completed multiple New York Guard training events,
including Annual Training, communications courses, and the Joint Operations Center Training
Course at Joint Forces HeadquartersNew York.

CUWEYOT + WECWHeHSIOY! kt W NI DIWRUWHY G Ga qll W #RIDUHL
in information technology from Bryant &amp; Stratton College.

E 1J| 2 awhrdstinclude the New York Guard First Provisional Regiment Ribbon, the New York

Guard Service Ribbon, the Defense of Liberty Ribbon, the Extraordinary Performance

Achievement Medal, SGAUS Basic and Senior Military Emergency Management Specialist

7¢I Nt A6 W98 ~~8W7c¢T NUIAWe Ul Wagb6 Rt W D¢l kt W Us Wo VYl
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56th Company Celebrates the Holidays with Service Members,

Families, and Distinguished Guests
Story and photos bySpc. Izzy Bateman

§UW? IHIPGHDI WS AW= M= P St @énipady délebidied thethalijlay sedsonkat LU
American Legion Post 1796 in New Windsor, New York. Nearly 100 service members, retirees,
family members, and distinguished guests attended the event, making it a memorable evening of
camaraderie and recognition.

Among those in attendance were General Riley and his wife; retired Command Sergeant Major
Smith and his wife;Cpt. Cisneros and his wife;Sfc. Schultz and her husband from NY Guard
Headquarters (G1); along with many retired and current service members and their families. The
hall was adorned with the American flags proudly displayed at the front, while a POW/MIA table
was set up honorably in remembrance. The remaining dining tables were modestly arranged yet
welcoming, creating a warm and festive atmosphere.

W rry

—

The evening began with opening remarksom 15t Lt. Marcigliano, Commander of the56t"
Company. He praised the soldiers under his command for their dedication, hard work, and unit
cohesion, while also joking about a longstanding friendly competition with the 88th Company
Commander, Cpt. James Chin, who attended the event with his wife.

General Riley followed with remarks expressing his gratitude for the invitation and extended his
thanks to the soldiers of the56" Company currently serving on the New York State Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS) mission.

Several promotions and awards were presented during the ceremony. Promoted we$sg.
Morrison, Ssg. Rodriguez, andSgt. Krauze.Spc. Wai received her certificate for Basic
Communications training. Ssg. Bateman was awarded medals for Humane Service to New York
State and New York State Long and Faithful Service.

Continued below
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Special recognition goes to WO1 Cohen and the American Legic
Post Commander, staff, and volunteer Maria DaggetEskinazi who
worked together to organize a successful and enjoyable event. M¢.
DaggettEskinazi a personal friendof WO1 Cohen, deserves
particular recognition for her continued volunteer support and
assistance with recent special events for thes6" Company.

~——

Following the formal ceremonies and dinner, tables were moved
¢t RTOWe U7 W6 DWRIVGWHI ¢cqRYUWRY U
det RAWs ¢t WGI Y2RT T WH! W?s W9 dRN
EGYYq6 Awlc WaYHeOW ¢ aWdt qc aqld L
with song requests, and encouragement brought many attendees
onto the dance floor to enjoy the night.

The holiday celebration provided a
wonderful opportunity to reconnect
with old friends, welcome new faces,
and create lasting memoriey
reflecting the strong sense of family
and pride within the56" Company.




88th CELEBRATES THE HOLIDAYS
PASSES THE BATON TO A NEW COMMANDER

By 1stLt. Ed Shevlin

Bayside, NY T The 88" Company of the New York Guard held their Annual Holiday Party on Saturday, 20
2UHRNDAGAHNI AWec qgé W7 ¢! + RT DWec Rt qYl RACOWEYHRIUq! WRULWs
was very well attended with over 100 guestsating and celebrating throughout the evening.

The event was unique in at least two ways. Prior to the commencement of the official program,
Congresswoman Grace Meng paid a visit to Captain James Chin during which she presented him with a
Congressional Proclamation for his many years of service in the New York Guard and his volunteer work in
the community.
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Congresswoman Grace Meng for my service with the New York Guard and in numerous other public service
| Y G &htd €ph (Chin.

Bagpipers John McManus and Robert Lynch of the County Tyrone Pipe and Drum Band led the official party
RUOUqYWq6é Wl YYauwe O W6 3WI2KJ0RUNKkt WI2130qt Ws I JWHPDIN:

The second unique feature of the 2025 holiday party was the conduct of the tirf®nored Change of
Command ceremony, in whichCpt. David Tsin relinquished command of the 88 Company toCpt. James
Chin.

The ceremony involved 4 service members, New York Guard Deputy Commandl. Stephen RyanCpt.

James Chin,Cpt. David Tsin, and 88 Company Senior Enlisted SoldiefstSg. Joseph Ronda.

Usingthe 88k + WIHY O YI + Wet WeWt ' GAYGWYnw Wt GYUt RARGRq! WnY

and finally to the NCO who accepts the colors symbolizing the acceptance of new leadership for the unit.

Following the ceremony,TsinHY G 0 WU q T AWt WEaWNI ¢qlne 0 WaqVYLWa6 JW e

me with the 88" Company. | have done my best to honor that trust and | hope that my superiors are pleased
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The program then moved on to awards. ChaplaifMaj.)s Y6 Ull~2 URAWI WDHIJR2 IJT L@WS,J LU,
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Once the official program concluded, the DJ accepted requests and played music for

the rest of the evening. The evening was punctuated by camaraderie, good cheer, and

delicious food and drink.

Congratulating
Cpt. Chin upo
his taking
command
of the 88th

NYG leaders enjoying holiday party 20




88" HOLIDAYPHOTOS

Photos by Mr. Tom Chin.
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DINING OUT HITS THE SPOT
2025 EVENT IS A BIG SUCCESS

Story by 15tLt. Ed Shevlin Photos bySsg Mike Bilski

West Point, NY T On Saturday, 18 October, the Annual New York Military Forces Dining Out was held
in the Grand Ballroom of Eisenhower Hall on the grounds of the United States Military Academy at
West Point.

Attended by service members from the New York Guard, New York Naval Militia, New York National

Guard, New York Air National Guard, and their family members and friends, the annual event lived up

to its reputation as the premier annual social event for members of the New York Military Forces.
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The festive atmosphere found Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and their loved ones enjoying delicious
food anddrink and dancing the night away to music provided by the Cadet DJs of the USMA radio station,
WKDT.

As the evening progressed, it became time to take care of some business. Réatmiral (Lower Half)
Michael Perry, Commander of the New York Naval Militia since April of 2022, introduced his successor,
RearAdmiral (LowerHalf) MaryEttaNolan, who would assume command of the 3,100 strong naval force

e GYUWAII I ! gkt W 1Jq R $ubbkéqudhtadiniE VesgRbiot 2vVérit Nalad tauldlbe the first
woman to command the New York Naval Militia. Housekeeping on the New York Guard side took the form
of honoring two outstanding enlisted service members.

Staff Sergeant Tatsuya Hondo of the New York Guard Headquarters Company was honored as the Non
Commissioned Officer of the Year, and Specialist Jeffreéyervayof the 56" Company received honors as
the Soldier of the YearBoth of the honoreeswere presented with plaques byBrig. Gen.Riley.

Gatherings such as this go a long way towards boosting morale among the troops and bolstering
relationships between counterparts in other branches of the New York Military Forces. The 2025 NYMFs
Dining Out was no exception to the rule..

Continued below 22






Captain Johnny Velez

Following a long iliness, Captain Johnny Velez, New York Guard (RET) passed away on 5
DEC 2025.Cpt. Velez will be missed by his family; friends and his extended New York
Guard Please keep his family in your thoughts and prayers this holiday season.

= [N LOVING MEMORY OF ——

4
AUGUST 9, 1967 DECEMBER 5, 2025

SERVICE

THURSDRY, DEC. 18, 2025 - 10:30AM
VIEWING: 9:30RM - 10:30RM

CHAPEL
630 ST. NICHOLAS AVE., NEW YORK, NY 10030
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88th Company Commemorates Civil War Battle
Fredericksburg Not Forgotten

Story and Photos byist. Lt. Ed Shevlin

Long Island City, New York T The 88" Company of the New York Guard held their 2BAnnual Battle of
Fredericksburg Commemoration at the Irish Brigade Monument in Calvary Cemetery, Queens, on
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War battle and was attended by a large contingent of Soldiers from the 88ompany, the Veteran

Corps of Artillery and civilians from the local area.

The events of the day began at 1000 hrs. with a Mass of Remembrance celebrated by Reverend Father
Robert Lloyd andChaplain (Ltc.) John Muniz in St Calixtus Chapel on the grounds of the cemetery.

Following Mass,Col. StephenRyan, Deputy Commander of the New York Guard, spoke on the history
YnWadWDW7 ¢aqatlWyYnw[ 1 3T I RAL T Al NW ¢! RUNAWBNGS IWF I R
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to bring in a variety of men to replace the fallen, the ethnic makeup of the t!B.Eli)egan to change
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Following a Mass of Remembrance the 88th
is preparing to march to the Irish Brigade
Monument. The 88th Company held their :
Annual Commemoration of the Battle of CPT James Chin, Bugler, sounding

Fredericksburg on 13 December 2025. Taps for the fallen of the Battle of

Fredericksburg. The 88th Company

held their Annual Commemoration

The Battle of Fredericksburg took place in and around the town pfOf the Battle of Fredericksburg on 13
Fredericksburg from December 16 to December 13", 1862. The December 2025.
OURYUKYt Wf I RYO6W71 RNET NAWGE! qWyY nwgé JWOURqUT WEqCE aqld
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Lee.
The battle involved over 200,000 Union and Confederate troops and is recognized as one of the most
significant engagements of the Civil War. The focus of the commemoration is the participation of the
OURYUW | G! kt WFf I Rt 6 W71 A RewlYoikMblante& s the 8RNkt Yokl Valdntébmss 1J LS
and the 639 New York Volunteers. The legacy of the 88ew York Volunteers continues as a part of the
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Continued below



Led by Pipe Major Emeritus John McManus of the County Tyrone Pipe and Drum Band and tke 88
Company Color Guard, the group marched from the chapel to the Irish Brigade Monument,

CGGlI Y¥ROcqU! We Wheel qll WA RGWIWI Rt q¢ UqtoWmnfthg WR We WN
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Commander, 18t Sgt. JosephRonda.

The Veteran Corps of Artillery at Parade Rest
during the Battle of Fredericksburg 1stSgt. Joseph Ronda observing a Soldier salutin
Commemoration 2025. The 88th Company held the fallen. The 88th Company held their Annual
their Annual Commemoration of the Battle of Commemoration of the Battle of Fredericksburg
Fredericksburg on 13 December 2025. on 13 December 2025.

Upon their arrival at the monument the group took

their assigned places and the ceremony commenced. Soldiers from the 8%laced 3 wreaths

upon the Irish Brigade Monument, one for each of the 3 New York Regiments of the Irish Brigade.
Following the wreath placement, the bugler sounded Taps. The VCA Firing Party then fired a salute
of 3 volleys, which was followed by a rendition of Amazing Grace by PME McManus. ThekgB L
Chaplain (Maj.)JohnMuniz, then delivered a closing Benediction, concluding the ceremonies.

Following the formal ceremonies, the group proceeded to the final resting place bdfaj. Gen.
Herbert Ryan former commander of the 88'and father ofCol. Stephen Ryan and.tc. David Ryan.
After a brief family ritual, the 88 and their guests reconvened at the Bantry Bay Publick House for
lunch.

Continued below 26



Ltc. Gary Hess VCA (Drummer) and Pipe Major Ltc. David Ryan andCol. Stephen Ryanremember
Emeritus John McManus sound "Amazing their father Maj. Gen. Herbert Ryan at his final resting
Grace" during the Fredericksburg place in Calvary Cemetery following annual
Commemoration. The 88th Company held their ceremonies commemorating the Battle of
Annual Commemoration of the Battle of Fredericksburg.
Fredericksburg on 13 December 2025.

Col. Stephen Ryan, Deputy Commander of the New York Guard shares the history of the Battle of
Fredericksburg with the troops. The 88th Company held their Annual Commemoration of the Battle pf
Fredericksburg on 13 December 2025.

27



Chester A. Arthur:
A Legacy of Logistical Excellence

ByLtc. John Evans, New York Guard G4

Chester A. Arthur served as the 21st President of the United
8 States; however, before ascending to the presidency, he was a

% proud member of the New York State Militia a voluntary force
(Y c U0l W6 WG Wz 1+ YI WagYWaqVYT ¢! kt W WUs W
York Army National Guard (NYARNG). In a role akin to the
. modern G4, Brigadier General Chester A. Arthur provided
indispensable logistical support to thousands of New York
Union Soldiers during the American Civil War.
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New York State militia, a task he performs so well that he rises
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qualities that would later inform his presidency.
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transformative. As Quartermaster General, he shouldered the critical responsibility of ensuring New
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position required not only organizational prowess but also keen attention to detail and efficiency
under the immense pressure of wartime. Arthur managed vast inventories of uniforms, weaponry,
and other equipment, coordinated complex transportation routes, and oversaw the distribution of
essential provisions. His tireless efforts ensured that soldiers were prepared to serve on the front
lines, often in unpredictable and challenging conditions.
CRt W YNRt qRAHc G WeHaGWXOWNe!l U1 3T W 3aYNURgRYUWeE G YU
the face of obstacles set a high standard for military supply operations. The infrastructure and
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laid a foundation for future advancements in military logistics. Through meticulous planning and
decisive action, he demonstrated that effective logistical support could directly shape the success
of military campaignsy values of resourcefulness, integrity, and service that would come to define
his presidential legacy.
m L géel kt We UOUe ¢ G W 1JGvdntly pétion,chig dfficelimNew Yotk Rad kbvnplédelyn Y 2 |
clothed, uniformed, and equipped; supplied with camp and garrison equipage; and transported
from this state to the seat of war sixtyeight regiments of infantry, two battalions of cavalry, and four
HeaqaqcdRYUY WYNnWeE! qROGTIIN ! O
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Section today. This proud tradition is evident as the G4 team carefully plans and executes logistical
support for Annual Training in May. The section works diligently to ensure that NYG Service Members
have access to highquality food, reliable equipment, and weltmaintained facilities, all of which are
essential to mission readiness and morale. Every step in preparatignfrom inventory management
and procurement to transportation and distributiony is guided by the same high standards set by
Arthur over a century ago.

Continued below o8



Chester A. Arthur:
A Legacy of Logistical Excellence

Arthur endures as a model of service, dedication, and professionalism. The NYG G4

Section honors his memory by striving for excellence in every aspect of their work,

understanding that effective logistics remain the backbone of military success. By
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in the New York Guard.
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