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Glorious Elaine Caldwell Qualles, affectionately known as “Gloria,” was born on February 12, 1948, in
Jacksonville, Florida, to the late William and Hattie Caldwell. On April 24, 2025, surrounded by the love of
her family, Gloria received her heavenly wings. She was the fourth of eleven siblings, raised in a home
built by her father’s own hands—a home rooted in love, discipline, faith, and community,

With profound love and reverence, we honor the extraordinary life of Captain Glorious Elaine Caldwell
Chualles, RMN—a devoted nurse, trallblazing veteran, passionate advocate, and the heartbeat of her famaly.
Her life was one of unwavering purpose and remarkable impact, defined by fierce dedication to serving
others.

On March 3, 1967, Gloria married the love of her life, Roger Qualles, Together, they built a legacy of love
and resilience, rmsing four beautiful daughters.

Gloria began her distinguished nursing career in 1971, serving in the bustling emergency rooms of
Morrisania and Jacobi Hospitals, In 1976, she joined Queens Hospital Center, where she quickly became
known as a fierce patient advocate and a nurturing mentor to young nurses, Her nursing career spanned
over 42 years, and she retired in 2013, leaving behind an enduring mark of compassion, leadership, and
excellence.

In 1989, Gloria extended her service to her country by joimning the Umited States Army Reserve Nurse
Coms. As a member of the 344th General Hospatal (later the 344th Combat Support Hospatal), she playved
critical roles in hospital operations, soldier training, and leadershup, serving honorably until her retirement
in 2002,

Beyvond healthcare and military service, Gloria was a tireless advocate for justice and equity. She was a
powerful voice in Albany and Washington, D.C., championing healthcare access, affordable housing, pay
equity, and civil rights, She believed deeply in civic engagement and worked tirelessly to empower future
generalions.

An avid lover of the arts, Gloria never missed an Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre performance and attended
countless theater productions. Her passion for travel took her across the world, inspiring others to embrace
new cultures and experiences along the way. Gloria also loved to shop and had an impeccable sense of
style—cherishing dressing up for every occasion, always radiating elegance, grace, and confidence.

Captain Qualles was a proud life member of the National Association of Black Military Women and served
as President of the Nurses Association of the Counties of Long Island (NACLI). She also held leadership
roles within Theta Chi Chapter, Inc. of Chi Eta Phi Soronty, Inc., and actively contributed to the American
MNurses Association (ANA), ANA-NY, ANA-PAC, the Greater New York, Nassau, Suffolk Organization for
Nursing Leadership (GNYNSONL), the National Kidney Foundation (NKF), and the NAACP. She was
also a dedicated supporter of the Smithsonian Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of An,

Gloria was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Roger; her parents; and her sibhings Gladys, Elyjah,
Dale, and Jacqueline, She leaves behind a loving family to carry forward her memory and life’s work: her
daughters Shetlonda, Tracy, Leshe, and Audrey Qualles-Johnson; her son-in-law Harrison Johnson; her
chenshed grandchildren Darien, Jamay, Hamigson Jr., Victona, and Alexander; and her great-grandchildren
Darien Jr,, Nasit, Romeo, Nya, and Drais, She 15 also survived by her siblings Wanda, Carmen, Felicia,
William, Lonme, and Lorenzo, as well as a host of meces, nephews, cousins, colleagues, and dear fnends,

Captain Glorious Elaine Caldwell Qualles, RN, lived a life defined by service, strength, and boundless
compassion, Her shiming legacy of advocacy, community service, and love will continue to ingpire all who
were blessed to know her. She will be deeply missed, eternally honored, and forever remembered.
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Song of Comfort .................c.ccoeeevvvennenn... When We All Get to Heaven

Prayer of Comfort................oooovvvvviveecvvcvenreeseeneeenn. Dorene Tindal

Scripture Readings..............c.cooeeeernn.... Old Testament Proverbs 3:5-6
New Testament 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

SeleCtion .......cooviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecn e snneeenes DESERY Davis
PORII ... e s e nnae e nnnnnn e e nnne ORETVE Middleton
Special Tribute ............ National Association of Black Military Women
Obituary.........ccooce e esenee e DiGRNE Persaud-Walter
SEIeCtiOn ..........cco et an e e e eeeenen e ADESTIRY Davis
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Benediction

Recessional

Interment
Kensico Cemetery
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Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free
I'm following the path God laid for me
1 took his hand when [ heard Him call
I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day.

To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I found that peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it up with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,

Oh, yes these things I too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I savored much.
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don'’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free!
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